1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1The FIA organises the FIA African Rally Championship (the Championship) for drivers and co-drivers of all nationalities, holding an international competition licence.

1.2 The rallies in the championship are classified in the following three regions, and to qualify within the final classification of the championship, a competitor must have started in at least one rally from each region plus one other event (4 rallies minimum).

North region:                  Uganda, Rwanda, Ivory Coast

Central region:               Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia

South Region:                Zimbabwe, South Africa, Namibia

1.3 The General Prescriptions for the FIA Rally Championships are applicable to this Championship.

1.4  A Manufacturers' Cup for this Championship is organised (the same scale of points is applied as that used for the driver championship. For any one make, only the best-placed car may score points for the Manufacturers' Cup.

1.5 Within the Championship, the FIA organises a Drivers Cup for Groups A and N cars using 2-wheel drive and naturally aspirated engines with a maximum cylinder capacity of 1600cc, and points are awarded, drawn from the general classification of each Rally (see Article 8). To qualify for points in this category, the Rally must have a minimum of three cars at the start. 

2. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RALLIES

2.1   Rallies in the Championship shall not exceed a total length of 1200 km and shall be run for a duration not exceeding three days including administrative checks and prize giving. Of the two formats set out below in Articles 2.1.1 and 2.1.2, only one may be used during an event.

2.1.1     Special stage rallies are timed speed tests on roads closed for the rally. The total distance of special stages is set at a minimum of 200 km and a maximum of 300 km. 

2.1.2     Competitive section rallies are termed ‘Safari' type rallies, run on roads not closed for the rally. The total competitive distance is set at a minimum of 280 km and a maximum of 420 km. The liaison part of the rally is considered as road sections with a target time. 

2.1.3     All events in the Championship should follow the following format to run the event with scrutineering on either the Thursday or the Friday of the week:

            - 2 days reconnaissance (reconnaissance for local drivers may be run for two days over the preceding weekend).

            - 1 day documentation, scrutineering and super special stage (optional)

            - 2 days rally and prize giving

2.2        They must take place in a country situated in Africa.

3.         CARS ELIGIBLE FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIP

African Rally Championship events are reserved for Group N cars, cars of Group A of which of which the corrected capacity does not exceed 2000cc, Super 1600 cars and Super 2000 cars. Cars homologated as kit cars, where the capacity is greater than 1600cc are not accepted. Cars homologated as Kit cars, where the capacity is between 1400 and 1600cc may be accepted if they also comply with Article 255 - 6.2 "Weight" of Appendix J.

Twoo wheel drive cars equipped with a supercharged diesel engine with a nominal cylinder capacity of less than 2000cc are accepted in Groups A and N.

Production cars (Group N) and Touring cars of expired homologation up to 4 years. Turbo restrictors and weights as currently valid in Group N of Appendix J (32 mm restrictors)

4.         GROUP S CARS (non - homologated cars) 

            (Group S cars will not be authorized from 1st January 2008)

4.1        Non-homologated cars (Group S) may be accepted for participation in events of the Championship on the following conditions:

4.1.1     The cars are those of expired FIA homologation and remain in total conformity with the original technical specification, are in a sound condition to participate, and comply with all the safety standards of the vehicle as set out in Articles 254 and 284 of the current Appendix J. Turbo restrictors (32mm restrictors) and weights as currently valid in Appendix J for Group N cars. 

4.1.2     Light commercial vehicles (pick-ups), including double cab type, and Touring Cars may be used in events of the championship in their production form with modifications as allowed in the T1 and Group N regulations of the current Appendix J, Articles 254 and 284. 

Only Touring cars (not Light commercial vehicles (pick-ups), including double cab types, or 4x4 Sport Utility Vehicles (SUV's) with naturally aspirated engines may be modified as allowed in the Group A regulations, Article 255, of the current Appendix J.

The safety standards of these cars must comply with those set out in Articles 253 and 283 of the current Appendix J. Any vehicle with a turbocharger or supercharger must have a turbo restrictor as currently valid in Group N or T1 of the current Appendix J.

4.1.3     Special vehicles, such as Cross Country Rally Cars (Off Road Cars) are not allowed in events of the championship.

4.2        That FIA priority drivers are not permitted to drive Group S cars in any event of the Championship.

4.3        They (Group S cars only as defined in Articles 4.1.1 and 4.1.2) are permitted to compete in all the rallies of the Championship on an equal basis and can start, and be classified together, with currently homologated cars. However, drivers and co-drivers of such cars do not score points in the Championship. Likewise the cars are not eligible to score points.

4.4        Given that only homologated cars may score points, the points for these cars will be awarded, within the general classification, according to the relative position of these cars, without taking into account the classification of the non-homologated cars. The same principal applies to the points awarded for the Manufacturers' Cup and for all other titles.

4.5        The Stewards may, for reasons of safety, reed all drivers including FIA seeded drivers.         

5.         TYRES 

The inside of the tyre (the space between the rim and the internal part of the tyre) must be filled only with air. In other words, the use of any device allowing the tyres to maintain their performance at an internal pressure equal to or less than the atmospheric pressure is prohibited.

6.         RECONNAISSANCE 

6.1        The schedule and restrictions of reconnaissance are at the initiative of each Organiser and must be included in the Supplementary Regulations of the rally. The restrictions and schedules imposed by the Organisers are compulsory for all participants in the event. Any infringements will be dealt by the Stewards and reported to the FIA.

6.2        Reconnaissance is not practice. All the road and traffic laws of the country must be strictly adhered to and the safety and rights of other road users respected.

7.         SERVICING - GENERAL

7.1        All the rules applicable to servicing as given in the General Prescriptions apply to this Championship.

7.2        Any air assistance for crews taking part in the Championship is forbidden. Communication from the air to the crew is permitted.

8.            ATTRIBUTION OF POINTS

8.1        Points are awarded in each rally to the highest placed drivers in the Championship classification in accordance with the following scale: 

1st           10    points

2nd           8    points

3rd            6    points

4th            5    points

5th            4    points

6th            3    points

7th            2    points

8th            1    point 

8.2        Should one of the rallies counting towards the Championship not be run in its entirety for whatever reason, the points are awarded on the basis of the established classifications:

            - Full points if more than 50% of the rally has been run,

            - Half of the points being awarded should this not be the case.

8.3        For the final classification of the Championship, the number of results to be retained is as follows:

            - If 5 rallies or less are organised: all results

            - If more than five rallies are organised: all results minus one.

9.         CLASSIFICATION

9.1        The minimum number of rallies required for the Championship to take place is 4.

9.2        The first driver having scored the highest number of points in the Championship is declared the FIA African Rally Champion Driver  subject to the provisions in 1.2 above.

9.3        In case of a tie in the championship, the crew with the greatest number of 1st places will be declared the winner. If this also results in a tie, then the greatest number of 2nd places will be considered, and then 3rd places, etc., until a clear winner emerges. 

10.       OTHER AWARD

A cup will be awarded for the Co-driver having scored the highest number of points in a classification established in accordance with the scale of points as adopted for the first drivers.

11.    FIA TECHNICAL DELEGATE

The FIA will appoint a Technical Delegate, whose expenses (travel and accommodation) will be paid by the Organisers of the events in the Championship.

12.       SUPERally

The SUPERally format is applicable to this championship.

12.1   Restarting after retirement during an event 

Any crew which has retired from either Leg 1 or Leg 2 may re-start the Rally from the start of the next leg. However, the crew will be penalised with 30- minute penalty added to the fastest time for each missed special stage or competitive section which shall include the special stage on which the crew has retired. Should retirement occur after the last special stage or competitive section, the crew will nonetheless be deemed to have missed that last special stage or competitive section. Repairs may be carried out in accordance with Article 12.3 and the competitor may take the start of the next Leg.

12.2  Final Leg of the rally

Any crew which has retired from the final leg of the rally will nevertheless be classified after the application of a 30-minute time penalty added to the fastest time for each missed stage which shall include the special stage or Competitive Section on which the crew has retired.

12.3   A crew which has failed to complete a leg will be assumed to be re-starting the next leg. If the crew does not wish to re-start, the inquiry form located in the rear of the road-book must be completed with this information and lodged with the Organiser as soon as possible before the Stewards’ meeting preceding the re-start.

Any retired car wishing to re-start must be serviced in the Rally service park only. After such a car has retired, the vehicle must remain where it has retired until permission has been received from the clerk of the course to remove it directly to the service park for repairs and then must be placed into the parc ferme for the end of the leg if ready. The crews must merely present themselves at the Time Control for the start the following morning if they wish to re-start.

12.4  The Stewards may reposition any drivers of such cars re-starting due to safety.

12.5 The car must retain the original body shell and engine block as marked at pre-event  scrutineering and prior to re-starting the car must pass an inspection by the scrutineers.

(Taken from the minutes of the WMSC meeting)

II.         AUTHORISATION OF GROUP S CARS IN THE FIA AFRICAN RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 

As a further transitional period, it is proposed to allow the participation of Group S cars, respecting Article 4 of the FIA African Championship Sporting Regulations, for another period of three years, until 31 December 2007.

From 1 January 2008, Groups s cars will not be allowed to participate in any events forming part of the FIA African Championship.
